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Pillar 1: One billion more people benefiting from universal health coverage
The role of the global coordination mechanism on the prevention and control of
noncommunicable diseases in WHO’s work on multi stakeholder engagement for the

prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases: report on independent evaluation (Item
12)

Honourable Chair, Distinguished Delegates,

The World Medical Association welcomes the zero draft Political Declaration on NCDs and Mental
Health. We commend its clarity, actionable targets, and its consistent emphasis on integrated, person-
centred primary health care and universal health coverage. However, we are concerned by the
continued focus on vertical, disease-specific interventions, which risks reinforcing siloed approaches.
To achieve lasting progress, stronger commitments on holistic health system strengthening and
investment in the health workforce are needed. This includes commitments and one target on national
workforce strategies, with fair remuneration, occupational safety, and lifelong learning. A resilient,
well-supported workforce is essential not only for delivering care but for reducing inequalities and
enhancing socio-economic resilience.

WMA is pleased to provide you with our comments and proposed amendments.

Thank you.
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