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2021 General Assembly (online), London, 11-15 October 2021 

 

Dear Colleagues,  

Dear Friends,  

 

Thanks to your productive contributions and enthusiasm, our online 2021 General Assembly 

(London) was a great success. Together, we have once again overcome the challenges of the 

meeting's virtual format, and we are very grateful for your patience and understanding. 

 

We are honored to have Dr. Heidi Stensmyren from Sweden as our new President for 2021-2022 

and are most grateful to our outgoing President, Dr David Barbe from the United-States, for his 

major contribution as President for the term 2020-2021, his guidance and friendship. Dr Barbe will 

remain active as Immediate-Past President for the next year. Dr Osahon Enabulele from Nigeria 

was elected for President for 2022-2023. 

 

The General Assembly adopted essential new policies and policy revisions, reflecting the latest 

consensus opinions of our profession. You will find below the list of adopted policies from this 

meeting (available as well on WMA website):  

 

− WMA Declaration on Principles of Health Care for Sports Medicine (revised) 

− WMA Statement in Support of Ensuring the Availability, Quality and Safety of All Medicines 

Worldwide 

− WMA Statement on Access of Women and Children to Health Care (revised) 

− WMA Statement on Access to Surgery and Anesthesia Care 

− WMA Statement on Family Violence (revised) 

− WMA Statement on Medical Care for Migrants (revised) 

− WMA Statement on Medical Liability (revised) 

− WMA Statement on Photoprotection 

− WMA Statement on Trade Agreements and Public Health (revised) 

− WMA Statement on Women’s Right to Health Care and How that Relates to the Prevention of 

Mother-to-Child HIV Infection (revised) 

− WMA Resolution on Covid-19 Vaccines and International Travel Requirements 

− WMA Resolution on Observer Status for Taiwan to WHO and inclusion as a participating party 

to the International Health Regulations (IHR) (revised) 

− WMA Resolution in support of Myanmar Health Personnel and Citizens 

− WMA Resolution in support of the Countries worst affected by the Covid-19 Crisis 

− WMA Resolution on the repression of Nicaraguan doctors 

https://www.wma.net/policy/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-on-principles-of-health-care-for-sports-medicine/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-statement-in-support-of-ensuring-the-availability-the-quality-and-the-safety-of-medicines-worldwide/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-statement-in-support-of-ensuring-the-availability-the-quality-and-the-safety-of-medicines-worldwide/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-access-of-women-and-children-to-health-care-and-the-role-of-women-in-the-medical-profession/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-statement-on-essential-surgical-care-as-a-part-of-access-to-healthcare/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-statement-on-family-violence/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-statement-on-medical-care-for-refugees-including-asylum-seekers-refused-asylum-seekers-and-undocumented-migrants-and-internally-displaced-persons/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-statement-on-medical-liability-reform/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-statement-on-solar-radiation-and-photoprotection/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-on-trade-agreements-and-public-health/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-womens-rights-to-health-care-and-how-that-relates-to-the-prevention-of-mother-to-child-hiv-infection/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-womens-rights-to-health-care-and-how-that-relates-to-the-prevention-of-mother-to-child-hiv-infection/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-covid-19-vaccines-and-international-travel-requirements/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-on-observer-status-for-taiwan-to-the-world-health-organization-who-and-inclusion-as-participating-party-to-the-international-health-regulations-ihr/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-on-observer-status-for-taiwan-to-the-world-health-organization-who-and-inclusion-as-participating-party-to-the-international-health-regulations-ihr/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-in-support-of-medical-personnel-and-citizens-of-myanmar/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-council-resolution-in-support-of-the-countries-worst-affected-by-the-covid-19-crisis/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-the-repression-of-nicaraguan-doctors/
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− WMA Resolution Supporting the Rights of Patients and Physicians in the Islamic Republic of 

Iran (revised) 

 

Policies reaffirmed with minor revision by the 217th Council Session (online), Seoul, April 

2021 and the 218th Council Session (online), London, October 2021 

 

− WMA Declaration on Leprosy Control around the World and Elimination of Discrimination 

against persons affected by Leprosy  

− WMA Recommendation on the Development of a Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism to 

Permit Audit of Adherence of States to the Declaration of Tokyo  

− WMA Resolution on Child Safety in Air Travel  

− WMA Resolution on North Korean Nuclear Testing  

− WMA Resolution on Plain Packaging of Cigarettes  

− WMA Resolution on the Implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control  

− WMA Resolution on the Protection of Health Care Facilities and Personnel in Syria  

 

Press releases were issued at the occasion of the General Assembly, and more to be published in the 

coming weeks. Please visit https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/ and stay tuned! 

 

These are strong policies and we encourage you to promulgate them actively among your 

membership. We hope that your organizational leadership and membership will discuss them and 

use them as guidance resources to develop your national policies and apply their principles in your 

daily work as physicians serving your patients.  

 

The following standing documents were amended and available in the members’ area: 

• WMA Articles and Bylaws (32.2/Oct2021) 

• WMA Procedures and Operating Policies (POP/Oct2021)  

 

You will also find soon the following documents in the WMA depository folder: 

• WMA Dues Categories 2022 

• Final meeting documents with final index and participants list 

 

This message would be incomplete without thanking all those who have assisted in the WMA work 

since last year’s Assembly, be it financially, with voluntary efforts, or in other ways. I would like to 

express my deepest appreciation to the British Medical Association for its constructive cooperation 

in organising our online General Assembly and for its essential contribution to the discussion 

during the meetings.  

 

With kind regards,  

 

 

 

Dr. Otmar Kloiber  

Secretary General 

World Medical Association  

 

P.S.  You may find the next meetings organized by the WMA on our event page 

(https://www.wma.net/what-we-do/events/): 

• UNESCO Chair in Bioethics conference, 7-10 March 2022 
• 220th WMA Council Session, Paris, 7-9 April 2022 
• WMA General Assembly, Berlin, 5-8 October 2022 

https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-supporting-the-rights-of-patients-and-physicians-in-the-islamic-republic-of-iran/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-supporting-the-rights-of-patients-and-physicians-in-the-islamic-republic-of-iran/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-on-leprosy-control-around-the-world-and-elimination-of-discrimination-against-persons-affected-by-leprosy/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-on-leprosy-control-around-the-world-and-elimination-of-discrimination-against-persons-affected-by-leprosy/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-recommendation-on-the-development-of-a-monitoring-and-reporting-mechanism-to-permit-audit-of-adherence-of-states-to-the-declaration-of-tokyo/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-recommendation-on-the-development-of-a-monitoring-and-reporting-mechanism-to-permit-audit-of-adherence-of-states-to-the-declaration-of-tokyo/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-child-safety-in-air-travel/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-north-korean-nuclear-testing/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-plain-packaging-of-cigarettes/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-implementation-of-the-who-framework-convention-on-tobacco-control/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-resolution-on-the-protection-of-health-care-facilities-and-personnel-in-syria/
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/
https://www.wma.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/WMA-Articles-and-Bylaws-Oct2021.pdf
https://www.wma.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/WMA-Procedures-and-Operating-Policies-Oct2021.pdf
https://www.wma.net/what-we-do/events/)

