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TURKISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

 

Pressure on Physicians and Medical 
Neutrality in Turkey 

Health&Problems&during&Gezi&Park&
Demonstra<ons&

!!

•  As&a&result&of&tear&gas&
and&brutal&force&used&by&
the&police&during&
events,&now&called&
“Gezi&Park&Protests”,&
star<ng&at&the&end&of&
May&2013&thousands&of&
people&were&injured&
and&faced&various&
health&problems.&

Health&Services&

!!

•  Difficul<es&in&accessing&
relevant&care&services&

•  The&MOH&failed&to&&organize&
health&services&in&such&an&
extraordinary&situa<on&leading&
to&so&many&health&problems.&
Few&emergency&aid&teams&
ready&to&reach&injured&people.&

•  MOH&did&nothing&to&stop&
police&violence!&&

•  Those&who&could&reach&official&
health&facili<es&during&events&
were&asked&to&fill&in&forms&
giving&their&personal&
informa<on&including&their&
involvement&in&protests.&

Physicians,&nurses,&medical&students&

•  Physicians,&nurses&and&
medical&students&
spontaneously&run&to&the&
help&of&injured&people&to&
deliver&first&aid&services&

•  The&MOH&started&inquiring&
those&health&workers&who&
were&involved&in&these&
health&interven<ons&

TMA&and&Medical&Chambers&
•  The&Turkish&Medical&Associa<on&

reconfirmed&its&commitment&to&
extent&first&aid&services&to&all&
without&any&dis<nc<on&and&
stated&that&it&was&the&duty&of&all&
health&workers&worldwide&

•  Through&its&chambers,&the&Turkish&
Medical&Associa<on&(TTB)&
gathered&informa<on&about&&the&
health&status&of&demonstrators&

•  TTB&conducted&a&webYbased&
scien<fic&study&on&health&
problems&experienced&by&persons&
exposed&to&tear&gas&

•  Turkish&Medical&Associa<on&also&
took&ini<a<ve&before&the&World&
Medical&Associa<on&to&come&up&
with&a&statement&of&posi<on&on&
the&use&of&chemical&riot&control&
agents.&

Court&Suit&Against&Ankara&Medical&
Chamber&

•  The&Ministry&of&Health&appealed&to&
Ankara&23rd&Civil&Court&for&the&
dismissal&of&the&members&of&the&
governing&bodies&of&Ankara&
Chamber&of&Medicine&with&the&
charge&of&“engagement&in&ac<vi<es&
out&of&their&original&mission&by&
establishing&illicit,&unauthorized&and&
unsupervised&healthcare&service&
units&under&the&name&of&
‘infirmary’”.&&

•  Pre&trial&hearing&was&on&30th&
September,&2014&

•  Next&trial&December&23rd&
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Court&Suit&Against&Hatay&Medical&
Chamber&

•  Selim&Matkap,&President&of&Hatay&
Chamber&of&Medicine,&informed&
the&public&a^er&autopsy&conducted&
on&Ahmet&Atakan,&a&ci<zen&losing&
his&life&a^er&falling&down&from&a&
building&during&protests&in&this&
province.&

•  MOH&brought&a&law&suit&against&Dr&
Selim&Matkap&and&the&Governing&
Body&of&the&local&chamber&for&
standing&as&a&party&and&
intervening&in&social&protests&
which&is&claimed&to&be&out&of&the&
mission&of&the&Chamber.&

•  First&trial&on&14th&October,&2014&

Physicians&Helping&
Injured&People&in&the&
Mosque&are&on&Trial!&

•  A&penal&case&was&brought&against&
Dr.&Erenç&Yasemin&Dokudan&and&
Dr.&Sercan&Yüksel&who&delivered&
first&aid&services&to&ci<zens&injured&
upon&the&dispropor<onate&use&of&
force&by&the&police&during&Gezi&
Park&protests&on&such&grounds&as&
“helping&demonstrators”&and&
“fouling&a&mosque&while&extending&
first&aid”.&&

•  First&trial&was&on&May&7th,&2014&
•  Next&trial&will&be&on&Novemeber&

14th.&

Taksim&Solidarity&Group&and&Dr.&Ali&
ÇerkezogluYIstanbul&Medical&Chamber&

!!
•  Penal&cases&were&brought&against&

many&leaders&of&professional&and&
civil&society&organiza<ons&including&
Dr&Ali&Çerkezoğlu,&Secretary&
General&of&İstanbul&Chamber&of&
Medicine.&&

•  Charges&include&“Establishing&an&
organiza<on&for&commigng&crime&
by&par<cipa<ng&to&Taksim&
Solidarity&Plahorm&to&exercise&the&
right&to&par<cipa<on&for&healthier&
ci<es,&ins<ga<ng&people&to&
unlawful&assemblies&and&
demonstra<ons&and&not&
disbanding&a&protest&march&in&
spite&of&warnings&by&the&police.”&&

Many&more&court&suits&against&physicians&
related&to&Gezi&Park&Demonstra<ons&

•  There&are&many&more&court&suits&
against&physicians&related&to&Gezi&
Park&demonstra<ons&in&almost&every&
part&of&Turkey&
–  Kırklareli&

•  18&court&cases&against&head&of&the&
chamber!&

–  Ankara&
–  İstanbul&
–  İzmir&
–  Adana&
&

!!

A&new&legisla<on&a^er&Gezi&Park:&
Delivering&unauthorised&health&services&

•  This&new&legisla<on&invented&a&new&
type&of&“offence”&as&“delivering&
unauthorized&health&services”&
prohibi<ng&physicians&to&deliver&any&
health&service&other&than&in&any&
place&licensed&by&the&Ministry.&
Sanc<ons&for&offenders&include&
imprisonment&from&1&to&3&years&and&
monetary&fine&up&to&2&million&TL&
(about&900,000&USD).&

•  This&Law&(Number&6514,&ar<cle&46)&
is&effec<ve&since&January&8th&2014&

•  The&Law&is&in&the&Cons<tu<onal&
Court&
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Giving&informa<on&related&to&public&
health&may&lead&to&be&penalized!&

!!

•  Dilovasi&
•  Industrial&area&with&heavy&

pollu<on&
•  Dr.&Onur&Hamzaoğlu&

–  Professor&of&Public&Health&
•  Found&heavy&metals&in&colostrum&

of&mothers&and&meconium&of&
newborns&

•  Informed&public&about&increased&
number&of&cancer&cases&

•  Penalized&by&Rector&of&the&
University&and&insulted&by&the&
mayor&of&the&city&

Giving&informa<on&related&to&public&
health&may&lead&to&be&penalized!&

!!•  Ergene&
•  A&heavily&poluted&river&in&

Trakia&region&
•  Dr.&Dilek&Tucer&

–  Gastroenterologist&in&a&state&
hospital&in&Edirne&

•  Informed&public&on&health&
problems&related&to&pollu<on&
of&Ergene&in&a&program&she&
had&been&charged&

•  Removed&from&her&job&by&the&
Governor!&

TMA&and&Turkish&Doctors&Say:&Don’t&
Mess&with&my&Hippocra<c&Oath&

!!
•  Frequently,&judicial&mechanisms&

are&regarded&and&operated&
systema<cally&as&instrument&of&
suppression&

•  There&are&many&judicial&inquiries&
and&cases&concerning&physicians.&&

•  The&recent&legisla<on&is&intended&
to&bring&a&system&prohibi<ng&the&
prac<ce&of&medicine&in&a&way&
compliant&with&the&ethic&codes&of&
the&professional&and&fundamental&
human&rights.&

•  We&thank&WMA&and&other&
interna<onal&medical&and&human&
rights&organiza<ons&for&their&
support.&

State&of&Refugees&in&Turkey&
•  War&in&Syria&and&Iraq&
•  More&than&1&500&000&refugees&

from&Syria&in&last&3&years&
•  Some&in&camps&(250&000)&
•  Most&outside&camps&
•  Problems&in&preven<ve&health&

care,&vaccina<on&(measles,&polio)&
•  Incresed&infec<ous&diseases&

(measles,&leishmaniasis,&danger&of&
polio!)&

•  Many&problems&in&accomoda<on,&
basic&needs,&gegng&health&care&

State&of&Refugees&in&Turkey&
•  Ezidi&Refugees&
•  25&000&
•  In&different&regions&of&

Turkey&
•  Difficult&to&give&

primary&health&care,&
vaccina<on&

•  Danger&of&infec<ous&
diseases&(measles,&
poliomyeli<s)&

•  Problems&in&legal&
status,&and&gegng&
health&care&in&
hospitals&
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War&in&KobaneYSyria&
•  War&in&Kobane&against&ISIS&is&very&

hot&
•  More&than&150&000&refugees&in&last&

month&
•  Many&injured&come&Suruc/Turkey&
•  A&small&state&hospital&&with&few&

physicians&
•  TMA&collected&names&of&voluntary&

physicians&in&different&parts&of&
Turkey&to&work&there&

•  TMA&try&to&make&contact&with&
MOH&to&assign&voluntary&
physicians&in&the&region&


