
The IRCT advises Uganda on the writing of the 
country’s first UN CAT report 
 
At the time of writing, over 
100 of the 134 States Parties 
to the UN Convention against 
Torture are overdue in sub-
mitting a report to the UN 
Committee against Torture 
(CAT). Of those 38 countries, 
whose initial reports to the 
CAT are overdue, Uganda is 
the country the most in arrears, 
as the country’s initial report 
was due on 25 June 1988.  

A USD 50,000 grant from 
the Royal Danish Embassy in 
Kampala has made it possible 
for the IRCT to implement the 
project “State Party Reporting 
by Uganda to the UN CAT”, 
which will facilitate the sub-
mission of an initial report by 
Uganda to the CAT. The initial 
report to the CAT is particularly 
important as it is often the first 
time that the principles of the 
Convention and the measures 
necessary for their implemen-
tation are considered in any 
depth by the national autho-
rities.  

The process of writing the 
report and gathering relevant 
information and statistics in-
creases awareness of Conven-
tion obligations throughout the 
administration. In many cases, 
gaps in the implementation of 
the Convention in national law 
and policy are identified while 
writing the report, and there-
fore remedial measures can 
begin to be taken even before 
the report is submitted. 

The project is intended to 
equip the Ugandan Govern-
ment with the knowledge and 
resources necessary to pre-
pare the report. It is, however, 
essential in developing this 
expertise that the Government 
itself takes responsibility for 
the drafting and submission of 
the report.  

Members of a Ugandan 
Inter-Ministerial Group partici-
pated in a five-day seminar on 
12-16 January 2004, where 
also leading government offi-
cials and NGO representatives 

working in the field of torture 
prevention participated. Two 
legal experts, Ms. Anna-Lena 
Svensson-McCarthy from the 
International Commission of 
Jurists and Mr. Edouard Dela-
place from the Association for 
the Prevention of Torture, con-
ducted the training together 
with IRCT Medical Consultant 
and member of the CAT, Dr. 
Ole Vedel Rasmussen. The 
Ugandan Minister of State for 
International Affairs, Hon. Tom 
Butime and the Danish Ambas-
sador to Uganda, Mr. Stig Bar-
lyng opened the seminar.  

Thanks to the efforts of 
everybody involved, the Inter-
Ministerial Group was able to 
finalise a draft report on the 
last day of the seminar, when a 
brief account of the work was 
made in a plenary session. 
Thus Uganda is expected to 
submit their initial report to the 
CAT before the Committee 
meets in Geneva in May 2004. 

 
 
 
New Global Directory constitutes a unique 
resource tool 
 
The most recent IRCT publica-
tion: “Rehabilitation of Torture 
Victims – Global Directory of 
Centres and Programmes 2003 
-2004” contains information 
about 177 rehabilitation cen-
tres and programmes in 75 
countries. The Global Directory 
is available in a printed version 
and on the IRCT website 
(www.irct.org).  

Both versions feature a 
wide range of detailed infor-
mation about each rehabili-
tation centre and programme 
listed in the Directory, including 
the centre or programme's 
contact information, the ser-
vices offered, primary ob-
jectives, treatment, training, re-
search, documentation, pre-
vention, information and ad-

vocacy, networking, funding 
and future plans.  

All information in the Global 
Directory is based on submis-
sions received from the cen-
tres and programmes them-
selves. 

The Directory represents a 
useful resource tool for anyone 
who wants to find out more 
about the field of torture 
rehabilitation, and it will help 
to facilitate collaboration be-
tween centres and program-
mes and raise general aware-
ness of the work and funding 
needs of the individual cen-
tres and programmes. 

The online version of the 
Global Directory is continu-
ously updated and features an 
advanced search function, 

which enables website users to 
select subsets of centres or  
programmes, according to e.g. 
their geographic location, net-
work membership and/or the 
rehabilitation services offered. 
Using selected search criteria, 
it is possible, for example, to 
identify all centres and  pro-
grammes in Asia which offer 
legal assistance to torture 
victims.  

The IRCT gratefully ac-
knowledges the Royal Danish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
the European Commission for 
their generous support to the 
publication of the Global Di-
rectory. 
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The funds available for 
rehabilitation activities glo-
bally are entirely insufficient 
– and have been further 
reduced through the EU de-
cision to move funds pre-
viously dedicated to torture 
victims to projects aimed at 
the prevention of torture. 
The latter is of course a per-
fectly legitimate concern, 
but the decision to prioritise 
prevention should not have 
been to the detriment of as-
sistance to torture victims.  

As a consequence, fewer 
torture survivors can now be 
offered rehabilitation, and 
many centres are facing 
grave financial problems.  

Therefore, the IRCT Ex-
ecutive Committee decided 
to grant 500,000 USD of the 
Hilton Humanitarian Prize, 
which the IRCT received in 
2003, to rehabilitation cen-
tres. Further, the OAK Foun-
dation has made a grant of 
400,000 USD aimed at direct 
financial assistance to reha-
bilitation centres. 

However, 900,000 USD 
will not compensate the reduc-
tion (around 10 million EUR) 
in the EU support since 2002.  

The global need for re-
habilitation services is esti-
mated to around 30 million 
USD – funds which can only 
be mobilised by govern-
ments and international bo-
dies. And only a profession-
al campaign can secure that 
the funds are made availa-
ble. This objective can only 
be met if the whole rehabilita-
tion movement works closely 
together. The entire network, 
the IRCT Council, Executive 
Committee and Secretariat 
must stand united in pursuing 
this objective, which will also 
be the first priority of the fu-
ture IRCT Secretary-General. 

Mercuri Urval has been 
contracted for the recruit-
ment process of the Secre-
tary-General, and the posi-
tion as will be announced by 
the end of March 2004. 


